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IT 15 a comfort to know that Breathitt

County, Ky.. gave Bryan 724 majority.

Tue Annual Encampment of the De-
partment of West Virginia, G. A. R., has
unanimously indorsed the $12 per month
gervice pension bill

Kaxsas has had n suit pending in the
Bopreme Court for some time, to restrain
Colorado from taking so much water from
the Arkansas River. Why wasn't she
gmart enough to sue out an injunction to
restrain Colorado from emptying so much
fnto the head waters of the Kaw River?

APPARENTLY the day of canals is dawn-
Ing again. New York contemplates spend-
Ing $100,000,000 in the improvement of the
Erie Canal, and the Ohio Bepublican Con-
wention declared in favor of “modernizing™
the magnificent canal system of that
Btate, o as to make it efficient for trans-
portation.

Twuis seems to be a year for good Com-
fmanders in the G. A. R.. The Depart-
ment of Missouri has elected Frank AL
Bterrett, Post 1, St. Leuis. Comrade
Sterrett is well known throughout the Or-
der for his good works, and did particularly
well as Adjutant-General for Commander-
fo-Chiet Rassieur.

AT taE Annual Encampment of the De-
partment of Kentucky the following reso-
Jution was unanimously adopted:

“Resolved, That the comrades of this
Department heartily indorse The Nation-
&l Tribune service pension bill of §12 per
menth for all honorably discharged sol-
diers, snilors and marines who served 90
days or more in the war of the rebellion,
mnd to the widows of all such so'diers,
spailors and marines."”

Tue world do move. North Carolina
has forgotten the race troubles and the
Pdomination of the negro” long enough to
fnform us that she has discovered an im-
mense deposit of tin in ber mountains, If
gthe North Carcliniuns cam only get their
myes off the eternal negro and the peren-
mia! Lost Cause for a little while, they
will discover other resources which will
make the Btate as wealthy as Pennsyl-
yania.

MAr.-GEN. ALEXANDER McD. Mo-
Coor, U. 8. A, retired, was stricken
w.th apoplexy last week, and is lying in
& very critical coundition at Dayton, O.
His death is expected at any time. Gen.
McCook, who played so large a part in
the history of the Army of the Cumber-
Jand until the battle of Chickamauga, has
made his residence in Washington, but
svent to Dayton on a visit. He was re-
tired April 22, 18955.

Gov. VAx SaxsT, of Minnesota, has de-
kided that he will not be a candidste for
_re-election, and will retire from politics at
the ciose of his present term. He feels
that his puoblic career properly closed with
his successful fight against the mergers in
which the United States Supreme Court
sustained the principle be advocated. It
§s hardly likely the people of Minnesota
will suffer him to retire, for he has proven
himself too valuable a man to be loft to
gthe public service.

Coupane Sternex M. Loxa's Post, at
Orange, N. J., unanimously indorsed him
for Commander of the Department, and
instructed all the comrades to de what-
ever was possible to secure his election.
He has been an earnest member of the
Post since 1882, and has done a world of
good work for it, as he has for the Na-
tional Association of Ex-prisoners of War,
of which he bhas been Adjutant-General
for many years.

ArTinr having to labor with unusnal dit-
frulties nnd embarrassmente, Past Adju-
tant-General Silas H. Towler has at length
gotten out the report of the proceedings
of the 36th National Encampment, and the
book is in very good shape. The matter
has been properly arranged, being well
classified, a good report made of the pro-
ceedings of the National Encampient, and
8 very comprebensive index Lelps one to
find at once whatever he may desire. In
every way the work is very credituble to
Comrade Towler, who thus crowns a very
satisfactory; administration of the Adju-
tant-General's office.
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ETILL ANOTHER WAR GOVEENGR.

Comrade Hugh Hall, 224 Wis., Colum-
bus, Wis., reminds us that thers is another
War Goverpor yet living than those who
Lave been mentioned. Ex-Governor James
. Lewis, who is now upwards of 83
years, still lives at his home in Cclumbus,
Wis., and is able to ride out in plensant
weather. His mind is as active as it was
40 years ago. Gov. Lewis was a member
of the Territorinl Convention which form-
ed the Constitution for the admission of
Wisconsin, Dec, 15, 1847. He held a num-
ber of prominent offices in the new State,
end was finally elected Governor in 1863
by the largest mnjority ever given for
Governor. Bince his retirement from the
office he has not engaged in polities,
though be has been a lifelong Republican,

Comrade O. M. Dering writes of him:

“He has alwa
friends the G, A B boye. of Wi
ever had. He is quits feeble, and, owing
to a fall a couple of years he is
obliged to use crutches, but comes
down after his mail in his urrilmnlm

3 through
widespread distrfbution of the suuuxl pen-
sion money. Yom sie luying spevial stress
wupon the fact that these payments pre-
vent an wmdue acemmulation of funds at
the Eunstern money centers, while the other |
three-fourths of the $600,000,000 gathered
by the Govrnment yearly in the shape of
taxes and revenues, and gpent for various
purposes, are suid to be flowing directly
back inte the cofers of the capitalists and
corporations of Wall Street, without do-
ing any good to tie people at large. This
view geems 1o me 1o be erroneous. There
is, in fact, very little &ifference in the man-
ner of distribotion and circulation of all
the funds collected and disbursed by the
Government through its various depart-
ments,

That every dollar*expended is for valone
received or services Tendered we may pre-
sume.

The dishursements for civil service,
army and navy, rivers and harbors, post-
office and interest on the public debt dif-
fer only in so far from the peunsions paid
to soldiers of the civil war and their de-
pendents, that the former pay the current
expenses of the (Government, while the lat-
ter represent individunl claims for services
rendered and losses sustained many years
HEO,

Their effect on the business situation of
the country is, however, the same, and in
proportion to their respective amounts,
Thut the bulk of these disbursements
should finally go to the money centers,
where the banking and transportation in-
terests transact their business and make
their settlements, is only natural and
necessary, as they in turn furnish the
means for keeping the wheels of industry
in shop and ficld ageing. As the heart
drives the life-giving vlood through _thn
body, so bring about the daily require-
ments of trade, agriculture and the arts,
a constant intercourse, which is greatly
facilitated by the use of money in ex-
change.

There may be an occasional clashing of
these interests as each one is trying to
guard his own from the selfishness of the
otlkers, but, npon the whole, all thrive best
whien a decent regard for the common good
is observed all around. Our resources in
ready money are very large, but compared
with the great volume of business trans-
acted, they are but a small fraction, and
were it possible for any clique to stop their
free circulation only temporarily, ik would
lead to most serious consequences,

1t is true that conditions arise with uos
from time to time, when credit is ex-
hausted by overspeculation, and an un-
reasonable expansion seeks a more or less
violent readjustment to existing facts and
circumstances, which create for a time a
panicky feeling. This, however, can only
occur after the general business situation
has becomne bad, and not through mere
machinations of speculative cliques, who,”
as o rule, mainly feed on their own kind.
When we consider the enormous voi-
nme of appropriations, amounting to about
$1.200,000,000 during the two years term
of one Congress, we can readily see the
great influence of its legislation on the
business affairs of a Nation, and the most
conservative course seems to be essential
to prevent trouble.

The annual budget must be adjusted to
steer equunlly clear of a large surplus or a
big deficit, a most difficuit matter to ar-
range successfully. The danger of possi-
ble mistakes in this direction would be es-
sentially diminished if the funds of the
Government could be legally kept as de-
posits in banks instead of being locked up
in the waults of the Treasury, where they
are not accessible for business purposes.
If I have, herctofore, argued against
the view that the distribotion of pensions
is in itself a benefit to the country, be-
cause, as is said, that it especially af-
fords the means to keep money in circu-
lation which might otherwise congest and
lie dormant at gmmcill centers, I did not
mean to dispute in the least the justice
and equity of pensioning our veterans or
their dependents; on the contrary, I con-
sidered their claim mpon the gratitude of
the country so firmly established by actual
facts and immortal deeds that they can
well nfford to dispense using a mere inci-
de-nt:l circumstance as a favorable argu-
men

The country is indebted to the soldiers
for risking their lives and the welfare of
their families at a time when the Nation's
very existence was trembling in the bal-
ance., A terrible war of four years' dura-
tion, full of untold suffering and misery,
decided the issue.

A grateful people Inaugurated a system
of pension payments for the victoricns sol-
diers of the Repnblic as the best means to
pay a debt which could never be computed
in dollars and cents at a fair rate, with-
ont swamping the resources of the coun-
try, rich and secemingly inexhaustible as
they are, We mny admit that the pen-
sion roll has attained formidable propor-
tions by reason of the great number en-
gaged in the struggle, but we will not in-
dorse the statement that the pension list
is a great burden which the country can
;wtd carry without staggering under the
oad.

A mation is but a eomposite of many
families. Take an average family, and
you will find the children and the aged
and iofirm depending on the efforts and
labors of the adult vigorous man and the
eare of the housewife, whose terms of nse-
fulress are ordinarily limited to 25 or 30
yenrs. During this period they do all the
substantial work and accumulate savings,
if the chances are favorable, bring up their
children and repay their indebtedness to
their parents incurred when they were still
young, This is simply every day life, and
the self-understood rule wherever fumily
ties are kept sacred, and duty and love
go hand in hand. Neither parent nor child,
if true, will ever find it a burden to pro-
vide for and minister to the wants of Lheir
loved ones,

If this is good and the true course for
a family to pursae, why should it not ap-
ply with eqr-! force to & nation—espe-
cially after it has passed through such a
terrilile ordeal as our eivil war proved to
be, where hundreds of thousands lald
down their lives, lost their health, gave
up opportunities to secure their future,
that the Nation might live—the Union be
preserved. Every man killed or disabled
during his service in the army Is a per-
manent loss to those who had a nntural
right to depend on him for assistance or
support, and the country owes them rep-
aration ns far ns money can compensiate
for iosses of this kind,

Nor is the country as & whole made any
poorer by assuming the eare for all thoss
whom the war left disakled snd helpless
in the struggle for subsistence, be they
soldiers crippled by wounds or disenses, or
membera of their families lacking support,
a8 the Commonwealth only divides a bar-
den equally amongst all those who share
alike the benefits gained In the struggle.
Otherwise it would be thrown on the
shoulders of those who bore the brunt of
the buttle besides.

In conclusion let us hope that the eoun-
try will never forget the sacred duty to
provide for all whe fought and suffered in
the war for the preservation of the Tnjon.
—YOLUNTEER.

The above Is an admirably written
article by & man who has evidently made
a careful and intelligent stndy of the
financial question. The only disagrecmont
that we have with his statements s that
ke does mot give sufficient importance to
the beneficial effect upon the money gitna-
tion of pension payments. There is no
doubt that, a= he says, ell the money paid
out by the Government helps in some
measure to keep up a healthful circnla-
tion, but there Is no comparison between
these and the healthfol and equable in-
fluence of the wide distribution of ths
money disbursed in pensions. Let us take,
for example, the money paid to the of-
cers and soldiers of the army. It is true
that this goes in smull sums to each in-

every day. He does not seem to have any
Idea of giving up yet, and we all hope he
will be with us for many days.”

dividual, and is immediately distributed

by Nim In the purchess of the wecensaries |
of lite he may reguire. Inevitably, a very
small circle of shopkeepers are benefited
by these payments. These are generally
in the neighborhood of poxts and forts, and
the bemefit hardly extends beyond them.
The same is true of the officers and men
of the nary. The money paid for the
building of warships goes into the coffers
of the great contractors. It is trae that
they dishurse = large portion of it for
wages, but. again, the benefit of the dis-
bursement is circumscribed to certain lo-
calities, and the money is speedily gather-
ed mp and sent to the money centers. The
mofiey paid for food, clothing and arms far
the army nand navy is shorteirenited di-
rectly to the money centers. Contractors
receive the sums approprinted for rivers
and barbors, and pay out some of it in
wages, but a large share of it is disposed
to congest in the banks, which are the
finnncial reservoirs of the country. So it
goes through the hondreds of millions
which are appropriated annually by Con-
gress. In each item there is, it is trus,
congiderable disbursement direct to the
people generally, but nowhere, nor at any
time, is there such a periodic widespread
and equitable distribution te the remotest
corners and hy-ways of the comntry as is
accomplished by the payment of pensions,
No matter in what 8 remota corner a man
may bo living, no matter how far fram the
ordinary channels of commerce, his pen-
sion certificate reaches him at onece, and
becomes a part of the ready money avail-
able for the use of his neighbors. Let
us take the State of Kansas for example.
While it is true that a great deal of the
money appropriated by Congress will
reach Kansas in the parchase of food for
the army and navy, itseffect is smaller
in proportion to the good done by the dis-
tribution to the peopls living around every
post-office in the State of the $6,000,000
which the Government annmally distributes
to the 41,000 pensioners scattered all over
the 82,000 square miles which constitute
that great State. For this money the people
do mot have to wait until their crops are
sold, their beef and cattie sent to the mar-
ket, or some other event acenrring but once
a year. It is not withheld when the grass-
hoppers ravage the State, and the drounth
blights the grain and the pastnres. Every
three months something like $1,500,000 is
scattered everywhere in the State. Some
of it goes into every County and Town-
ship, and at once becomes the ready money
of the people, enables them to pay off their
little debts, and passing from hand to
bhand in gunick succecsion does ten times
the work that the large sums going in at
the interval of a year can possibly do. As
soon ns the money has done its work in
each little community of passing from
hand to hand in the payment of debts
from one to the other, it begins to flow
back in rills which gather ints erceks and
then into great rivers flowing townrd the
money centers. It will be readily seen
that this process Is incomparably more
helpful and beneficial to the business sitna-
tion in preventing stagnation and infns-
ing of the activity of life than any other
portion of the Government's disburse-
ments,

KO "ADDITIONAL™ PENSION.

We want to warn the comrades who
are urging making the £12 per month
service pepsion “additional” to any other
pension which may now be received that
they are endangering the passage of the
service pension bill. Al these amend-
ments and variations of a plain, straight,
service pension are very dangerous, for
they confuse the minds of the people and
give members of Congress who are not
well disposed toward pension legislation
anyway an opportunity to attack the
measure and grossly exaggerate Its prob-
able cost. The Buopreme Court has de-
cided that no man can receive two pen-
sions, and the “additional” pension will be
construed under that head. The greatest
danger always {s in the introduction of
any feature which will afford opponents
of a bill an opportunity to magnify its
probable cost. They will do this with
the straight service pension bill, but there
we have figures to refute them, and ecan
say with some degree of certainty just
what the probable cost of the measure
will be. 1If nanything extrancous is
brought in which permits of any uncer-
tainty, it gives these opponents their op-
portunity, which they are going to use to
the uvtmost. Therefore, we strongly ad-
jure all the friends of more liberal pen-
sion legislation to drop all these schemes,
at least for the time being, and unite
upon the plain proposition of §12 per
month to every man who served 90 days
or more, and was honorably discharged,
with the snme rate to his widow. This is so
simple that the public mind can readily
grasp it and comprehend its justice. Any-
thing bevond this will confuse the public
mind, and give opportunity for question,
doubt and successful opposition.

THE PENSION PLARK.

The following is the pension plank of
the Ohio Republican ’latform:

“Nearly three thousand millions of dol-
lars paid to pensioners since the Republi-
can party came into power, almost all of
it under legislation enacted without u dis-
senting Republican vote in Congress, but
alwnys against Democratie opposition, at-
test the contrast between the parties In
this respect, and yet further liberality waus
evidenced by the pension legislation of the
Inst Congress.”

This plank would have been more sym-
metrical it it had included a stutement
that more than6,000 millions had been paid
the bond-holders during the same time in
interest, premiums, cte., on & loan which
was less than the donations to the coun-
try by the men who served it through the
differences between their pay and the
wages they would have recived at home.
It is entirely creditable to the Government
that they have dealt thus liberally with
the men who lent it money, but it would
seem that equal liberality is demanded
for those who gave it something moch
more precious than money,

CounApm J. J. FITZGERRELL, Past
Commander of the Department of New
Mexico, writes from ° Mexico City,
where he is now residing, as to
the very gratifying manner in which
the comrades residing in the MAlexican
Capital observed Memorial Day. Gen,
Powell Clayton, United States Embasa-
dor to Mexico, made the address, and
Commander W. G. De Gress conducted
the ceremonies. The Mexican Govern-
ment took an interest in the ceremonies,
and the cadets from the Chapu!tepec Mili-

tary Academy were present in a body,

-

Perturbation Among the Comralies Over the
Wedding—Présdnts Begin to Come .

The Aid did not overstate the deep in-
terest felt throughout the entire camp
over the coming’ weddng.

Despite the eafnest protests of Gen.
McGillicaddy 10" be allowed to go Torward
with the advance aga'n:t Johnston, the
General in command decided that the bri-
gade had endured sach hardships in the
march throngh the Carolinas, and  ha
suffered sn severely at Bentonvile, that it
was urgent imsevery way that it shon'd
be allowed to Temain in reserve at Go'ds
boro while other troops. whose service
had not been =o hard nor 8 recent, xhonid
take the froni. Therefore, the 200th Ind.
the 1st Oskosh, the Manmea Muoskraix,
and the Kankakee Prairie Hens were sent
into pleasant camps under the flowering
magnolias on the hanks of the Neuse Riv-
er, with orders to mmke themselves as
comfortable as possible and get in readi-
negs for any emergency and the tme
when their services might be needed.

It was a deliciows experience for the
war-worn boys, who speedily made their
camps as aliractive as picale  gromds,
with serupulonsly clean =treets, on either
side of which were the companies’ shelter
tents, gencrally shaded from the sun by
bowers of branches. There was no need
of fires, except for cooking. and each tent
had a plank foor, a most agreeable
clhiinge from the mnd on «hich the hoys
had slept during the Winter. The ol-
cers’ tents were even nore lnxuriong, and
the parade ground was hard, smooth and
cloenn enough to satisfy the most exacting
of Inspectors. There was just enongh
deill and gnard doty every day to keep
every man thoronghly nwake and ready for
duty, and the rest of the time was spent
in luxurious resting,

For a while it seomed like heaven, just
having sunshine all day. and to he froe
from the necessity of wading throngh mud,
pulling out mired trans, and  building
corduroy roads. It was dellcions not to
be soaked to the skin every hour by the
cold, pelting. bone-penetrating  showers.
For some days the boys worked with a
will, mnking thelr camp a thing of
beauty and a joy forever, and there was
no end to the labor and ingenuity ther
expended in having their surroundings as
perfect as hands could make them, and
the admiration and envy of the other regi
ments.  But after they had done all they
could think of, and had soaked into their
systems what seemed whole worlds of
rest, the novelty of the situation began Lo
wenr off, and the long Spring days spent
in lying around even such tents as theirs
grew monotonons., .

The wedding came ns a most agreenhle
seusation to relieve the sameness of the
every-day routine. Kvery man in the bri
gade knew and admired Shorty, even
though quite a number of them had come
out second best in varions little encounters
they had had during their three years
service with h'm. Sold.er-like, they were
very proud of him and all that he did, and
disposed to extol him at the expense of
other brigades not fortunate enough to
possess such an ornament. Each man
hecame nt once anxious to contribute to
the gaiety of the occasion and show his
good will toward the big red-headed Serg-
eant, who was<eading in the way‘they
desired to go In marrying the girls they
left behind them.

In the long marches every member of
the regiment had acquired mick-nacks of
one kind and another, and these stores
were now remarkably drawn upon. It was
nstonishing what incongruous things had
charmed some. A big hulking woodchopper,
who swore like a whole colony of pirates,
had earefully wennd up in his only linen
handkerchief a beagtiful ivory  lidded
Bible, such as a girl wonld carry ‘at her
first communion. Another had a sandal-
wood fan. Many had fine pieces of jew-
olry, watches, chains, rings and brooches;
while the smaller articles of wearing ap-
parel, such as silk ho:e, ribbons, gloves,
soft, fine silks and Inces were numerous.

The Union soldiers were not looteis nor
thieves, but in the marches whole towns
were sometimes evacunted and the honses
fired. The boys oftén put out these fires
aud carried off the lirtle things left lying
around. Then It frequently happened
that people started 1o flee, carrying their
househiold goods, and, finding them a bur-
den, threw them away. Very maturnlly,
it there was anything in these leavings
that the boys comld carry off with them
on the march, they did so.

Pete and Sandy had had their two heads
together for some time, eagerly discussing
some project. Pete held mno grudge
ggainst the Deacon; and in their cub fash-
ion the two youngsters worshiped the
ground Maria walked on.

“You reckon she'll take 7" asked
Sandy fearsomely as he turned a small
;umkaF& over in his hand. “It's mighty
little,” he added, “an’ she might think it
ain’'t worth nothing."

“Miss Maria would take it all right,”
asserted Dete  confidently. “She’s a
brick, and besides that, she knows we
#in't got mo place to buy no:hing else,
even if we have got money,” slapping his
pockets with a magnate's air.

“Well, shall we try her?" asked Sandy.

“I guess we'll have to strike her ma
first,”" replied Pete s'owly.

“Well, go on, then!" and Sandy thrust
the package into Peie’s hand; “I'll foller."”

“Say, Mis' Klegg,” said Pete bash{ully
to that matron, who was gitting busily en-
gared in the problem of some mystery of
white linen, is diffidence was something
quite unusaal. After the first two woeeks
of his service Pele was no exeeption (o
boys of his age In the nrmy, who speedily
grew impudent and saucy in direct reverse
proportion to their size. A boy of 15 who
did not know more than the whole War
Department, or hes'tated to yell nt a Brig-
ndier-GGeneral, was a phenomencn, and
I’ete was no phenomenon,

“What is it, Peter?” asked Mrs. Klegy
kindly, looking over her glasses at the hoy,
for the bashful phase of his characier had
not been presented to her lately.

“Mis" Klegg,” said Pete, hesitatingly,
“ain’t it the way for folks to give prescnts
to other folks when they are married ?*

*“Yea, Peter,” nnswered Mrs. Klege,
encouragingly. “Up home all the neigh:
bors usually send in something to the
young couple to help them start in life.
It is n very pretty custom when it is not
earried too far, and folks don't give what
they ean't afford to.”

“That's what me and Sandy, thought,”
returned Pete, “You know, we think n
great deal of Serg't Elliott, and we've
been talking it ‘over and studying about
what we would give him when he got
married.” i

“Nonsenss, Peter,” said Mrs. Klegg do-
cidedly. "“Nothing of that kind s expected
from little boya such as Jou are.”

“We ain't little boys,” said Pete with
dignity, trying to rise above the ecastign-
tion of the Deacon, nnd assert himself.
“We're so'diers! We've been soldiers
more'n two years now, and lois of folks
said we're very good ones.”

“] guess you are better soldiers than the
avernge,” said Mrs. Klegg smiling and
turaing her attertion again to her work.
“Jtun away, now, and don’'t bother me.
I'm bhusy."

“Well, ma'm, I'll come in again directly
and see yon when you ain't so busy,” re-
turned Pete, disappointedly, and he dis-

appeared.
“Mis' Klegg,” he eald, reappearing
shortly with the packnge in his hand.
“Yes, Peter,”” responded Mrs. Klegg,
looking up a little impatiently from deep
pe 1exit', in the scratching of gathers.
Elilerel something that me and Sandy
thought mebbe Miss Maria might like. It
has her name on them.”
I:{Mrﬂi Kflegl'ttmk the pachlgl rather
ngerly, for wis wrapped n dirty
red silk handkerchief, and unrol'ed it with
the tips of her fingers; ita condition sorely
offended her cleanly ideas. me fool
stuff, I suppose,”” commented Mrs.
Klegg internally, but she was too Ekind-

hearted to let Pete know what she
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thought. As whe Yet the soiled handker-
chief drop to the foor, she found a soiled
moroceo case in her hand. Upon opening
it n set of silver spooms was displayed, of
artistic shape and ornamentation.

“Why, theyr—are-—=solid silver,” ejaca-
lated Mrs. Klegg, mll her woman's soul
going out in ecstacy over the workman-
ship, much finer than she had ever seen
before. “Marin! Annabel! do come here!™
she called. Just see what DPete has
The two girls weat into voluble
raptures over the art trensape,

“Did youn ever soo anything wo perfectly
Leantiful,” &aid Annabel, hundling the
spoons tenderly.  “Why, Sallie Watkins's
=t that her uncle sent her from New
York, and that she made =0 much luss
over, wasn't more'n jeans to &ilk along
side of these,™

“They are fine enough for Mis' Lincoln

“Well, there cac't be much in it that
is werth anyt * maid Amnabel, an the
paper kept piling up on the floor. Just
then Mrs. Klege caaght the end of the
paper mnd gave it & jerk which sent tha
packrge whirking into the wir, and there
unrolled from the lasm Jayer a shining,
shimmering lemgth of white tulle!

Annabal gave & scream of joyeuws aar-
price, while Muria ¢lnsped her hands and
looked eostatioally at the soft. fHimy
stuff as it lay aleng the ki chen floor, and!
over the broken-backed d.ning tab'e. Mra,
Klegg was so surorised that she said noth-
ing.  Annabel olasped Maria about the
waist and whirled her around the table,
tritling a little bird-like song, and stooped
to pick up the dainty folds,

STt really iz, isn't it?" breathed Maria,
as her fingers slid along the donble fold.

“Cortain sure,” coosd Annabel, as she
held the tulle np neninst Marin™s dark hair.
“Good amd plenty, ton” she added as she
measured the length with her eve. “lsu™
it a regular Lijah and the ravens sort of
a happenstance?”

“Well, what in the world are you two
girls talking about?” asked Mrs, Rlegz.
“You act hie n «ouple of ‘innoconts”
What is the staff good [or? It looks
mighty pretiy, but, law, it wonldn't make
good mosketo net, even'

Maria and Aapalel were a'most hys-
terieal in their hanpness, but they man-
aged to expluin themselves,
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“SURE AS YOU ARE A FOOT INIGH, THEY ARE FOR YOU,” SAID PETE, GRINNING
WITH DELIGHT.

or Queen Victory,” murmured Maria turn-
ing them over fond!ly. “Who are they for,
Pete; the girl you are writing to?"

‘Sure ms you are a foot high, they
nin't. If you'll take them, Miss Marin,
they are for you,” =aid Pete, grinning in
"”.'fd‘l“ at the sensation uis gift had cre-
ated.

Over his shoulder appenred his partner’s
face wreathed in a smile which reached
from ome ear to the other.

“Yes, Miss, they are yours if you will
have them, and we are mighty glad we've
got 'em to give to you,” put in Sandy.

A disturbed thought struck Mrs. Klege.
“Peter,” sho inquired sternly, “where did
you get these things?”

“Why,” exclaimed Sandy, “that little
red-headed kid of the Twentieth Corps
who died the other day gave them to us
with his other things just before he died.
He said that he wanted us to have them
because we was the only ones that had
dome anything for him."”

“I think they ought to go to his father
and mother,” said Mrs. Klegg. “You''o
no right to them,"

Maria's face fell, and she laid the casc
down.

“Father and mother noth'ng,” said Pete
scornfully. *“He did'nt have none. They
died a thonsand years ago, and he was
selling pavers in Philadelphia when one
of them Twentieth Corps regiments came
through; and he followed it up to get
something to eat and a place to stay. Then
the men who was with him was shot, and
then he didn't have anybody."”

“He must have stolen them,” persisted
Mrs. Klegg, in conscientious severity.
“Probably taken from some house, We
can’t have nothing to do with them. We
can't receive stolen goods."

Tears came to Annabel's eyes, and Ma-
rin's face was a picture of woe as she luid
the spoons hack in the case and started to
cloge the lid.

“Stole mnothing,” snorted Pete. “The
200th Ind. don't steal. and never stole
anything In its whole life.”

Sandy gave his partner a kick as n
warning not to be so wholesale in his as-
sertians.

“He picked it up in the streets of Co-
lumby," continned Pete, “where it was
kicking around in the mnd, the same as
the rest of us picked np lots of other
things, there. It had I'kely gone from
one fellow to another a dozen times. Why,
we canght lots of the citizens stealing from
one nnother, and then siealmg back again.
We took loads of stuff away from the
thieves, which Serg't Klezz gave to the
woman on the bost and sent her down
the river with it. We a'n't no thieves,
nor was the Twentieth (‘orps kid, but a
man's a fool that won’t pick up something
in the street that he kicks against.”

“They are engraved with my name, al-
most,” =aid Maria. taking the spoons up
wistfully, *“M-A-R-I-HE. Only got to
change the lnst letter, Hermann there at
home could do that easy.”

“Why change it at ail?” nsked Annabel,
brightening up. *“Marie is French for Ma-
rin. Just say that they are from Paris.
You know there is a Paris in Indiana, up
in Jennings County. There's where
Becky Smollet went with her husband.”

“I may keep them, mayu’t I, Ma?” anx-
iously piended Maria,

“It looks all right,” hes'tatingly an-
swered her mother. “You may keep them
at least until the rightful owner turns up,
it ever. They'll be safer with yon than
kieking around camp among these boys.
Thank you, boys,” to the happy lads.

“P'ete, I counld almost love you,"” cried
Maria, ns he dodged her and ran away
laughing.

“Morning, Mis' Klegg.,” saluted big.
awkward Corporal Yawman, of Co. Q,
lounging up. *“Hear you're golng to have
a wedding up here?”

“Yes, Mr. Yawman, we are,” answered
Mrs. Klegg composedly.

*Well, here's some woman's fixings that
I got when we went through tlat block-
ade runner's wagon down by Cheraw,”
answered Corporal Yawman, producing a
flat package. ‘I thought I would cut it
up into pocket handkerchiefs, but when I
cnme to look at it it is too flimsy and rot-
ten for any use for a man, and I thought
mebbe some girl would like it, and earried
it along until I should meet one. It's no
use in the world to me, and you can have
it if it's any good to you. ine weather
we ars having, though I think we are be-
ginning to meed rain."

ITe handed over the package to Mrs.
Klegg and shambled off.

The package seemed to be done up In
many layers of much-torn wrapping pa-
Re , and was so soiled locking that she
ated to handle it. She hegan unwrap-
ping it, while Maria and Annabel leaned
eagerly over her shonlders watching the
process,

“You see, Ma, this is what they make
wedding vails of,” =aid Maria, as she
earefully folded the tulle back on the
board. *“And it really looks amost provi-
dential—well—of course Frovidence isn't
round furnishin® girls with wedding vails,”
sha said with a gay laugh, “but Provi-
dence seems to have known that there
was a girl round in this burg who needed
the wedding garment and has been doing
its best to help her out.™

“Wedding garment,” expostnlated Mrs.
Klegg. “Now, Maria, yon know your pa
wouldn't let you git married in a dress
made out of that stuff! Why, it wouldn't
be decent. It ain't no thicker than the
stuff that them women wear in the pic-
tures of the Sultan’s wives. Now, yon
just put it right away. I ain't going to
have no girl of mine disgrace herself that
way."” Mrs. Klege was really  much
worked up before the Ianghtug girls told
her why they were so “tickled.” She was
soon mollified, however, and as pleased as
they were at the prospect of Maria bavin
an ambition gratified, that nobody woul
have soggested as possible, if the Kleggs
had been at home.

“A wedding vail! Just think of it” cho-
rused the two gir's as they started hos-
pitalward to tell Si and Shorty of the
good luck coming thelr way. “It is just
as fine and pretty as the one that Sis Har-
rison got in New York for that rich cousin
of hers, over to the Corners,” declared
Marin.

As Co. Q was finishing supper the sten-
torian voice of Corp’l Yawman roared
out:

“0, yez; O, ves! Come into court! All
the gualified voters of thisy here school dis-
_trlct' will now assemble in a mass-meet-
ing.”

“Hello, what's eatin® yon now, Yawp?”’
inquired Sim Dickinsheets, the chronie
snarler of the company. “Goin’ to held a
primary ¥’

“That’s what we are,” answered the
Corporal. “Gaoin’ to express our opinions
and idecs as free and independent citizens
of this greatest eountry on earth.”

“Where've sou got all that freedom and
independence hid about yon, Yawp? I
hain’t seen none of it since I ealisted back
in Imjinnny; I hain’t dared say my soul
even was my own for nigh on to three years
now, but've been orderedd aliout by every
shoulder strap and stripe, from the Gen-
eral down to the lowest waler.carrying
Carporal, such as you are, Yawp.”

“0), you're always grumhlin,' Sim,” re-
plied the Caorporal, good humoredly, “Your
clothes never fit. You'll be kicking when
you git to heaven. about them givin' you
& Inst year's halo.”

“I've had good reason to grumble, I
wasn't born to be mo man’s slave and
drudge.’

“Don’t know any man in the company
who's done less slavin' and drudgin® than
vou, Sim. You've mannged to &kip most
evervthing, except this Iast warch. and you
wouldn't've done that if you hadn’t been
caught unawares, when you was sent back
to us at Savanny.”

“That’s right. Elackguard a man about
his poor health, just becanre yoir wear
stripes. If it wasn't for them I'd just™

“I ain't ba kzuardin® you, and you
know it, Sim. Come now, Sim. Have a
Ioosid interval in your growln’, This army
business is near'y over now.”

“They'll find some woyr to keep us in as
long as we live,” growled Dickinsheets,

“No, they won't. They'll only be too
glad to git shet of fesdin® and elothin®
such" Yawman started to retort, bu:
he was too full of his fun to be ill-natured.
“Now, this war is about over at last,
when we'll all go back home, and be free
and independent eitizens of the great State
of Injianay once more, and we ought to
begin learning how right awny. Ths Ex-
ecutive Committes of this here school dis-
triet have decided to eall a mass-meeting
of all the quulitied voters, to consider mat-
ters of great importance,

“A  mass-meeting," velled the boys,
enger for anything which would be a di-
version. “Yes; let's have one. What's it
like?”

“The committee will begin,” said Corp’l
Yawman, who had heen a good deal of a
politieal worker in his township before en-
listment, “by calling the Hon, Montzom-
ery Scruggs, of Hoop Pole Township, to
the chair.”

Monty ruffled up his hair, as he had
seen speakers do at home, composed his
face to a severe express.on, and took his
seat with becoming dignity on a pork bar
rel at the end of the company street.
“Comrades of Co. Q, I thank you for
the houwor,” he began.

“Cheese that, Monty,"” admonished
Corp'l Yawman. “This iz a citlizens’
meeting. No soldier racket in it."

“Excuse me, I forgot mysell.” Monty
corrected himself. “Friends and fellow-.

citizens, I thank you for the honet""——
*0, get down to beminess” ad@onishe]
the “We mtst gt he-
fore Mmtton, Monty, wWhith we wob't if
yan begia to talk aboot yarself. The
Chairwn i will state the objecta of the

mireting.

“T-am: yeu, Filends and follow-citi-
ronn,” rewmmed Monty, in the deg, formal
tone he bed heard used In medstings, “We
bave assemblied to consider n matter of un-
usnal importance. A distinguished rel-
low-citizen™

“I eall the Chairman to order,” inter-
rapted Sim_ Dickinsheots, who was con-
siderable of a politician himself, “He
ain’t no distingnished fellow-citizen. No
soldier is a distinguished fellow-citizen.
He's only a1

“The Delegate from Swampoodle is out
of order hmeelf,” said Monty severely,

trying 1o maintain the dignity ot his po-
sition, “No Deloghte can call the Chair
to onder,”™

“Yes 1 can. ton,” shonted Dickinsheots,
“Much yon know about parlinmentars
Inw., A Chairman’s no better than any
other membes. He oan be ealled to order
same’s anybods elsa”

“The Delezate from Swampoodle is ont
of order. amd will take his seat,” shonted
Monty, pounding on the barrel with the
shank of a bayonet he was using as &
gavel,

“I ain’t out of order. T won't take my
seat. [ won't be et down npon by any
young s=nip of a recrnit,” shonted Dickin-
shepts,

“Look here, Sim, T won’t have you dis-
turhing a public meetin' this way,” warmn-
od Corp’l Yawman, “I'm Corpora! of the
Giuard, and if yon don't shui yomr head
'l yank You off to the guard-house. You
hear me?

"There it ja again.™ growled Dickin-
whoots, sabs’'ding. “Military tyranny ev-
erywhere. No mestia® free from it. But
I insist that I ean eall the Chairman to
order, though they send me to Fort La-
fayette for it.”

“Gio on and state the ohjects of the
meeting, Mr. Chairman,” ecommanded
Yawmuan,

“As I was maying when interrupted,”
resumed Monty, “we are nssembled upon
an ocengion of great importance? A lead-
mg'lr_i;’lluw«-it:izen"

“There he again,” interrupted
Dickinsheste, “Fellow-citizen, when ‘?e"rc
all mera minione of™

“Mr, Chaitman,” called Yawman, "I
move the appointment of a Sergeant-at-
Arms to disperse this rabble”

“The Chair appointa the gentleman who
has just visen Sergeant-at-Arms, and di-
rects him to maintain order,” said Monty,
mtlhzmnt mndiam.

“Hear that, S8im? Now quile,” maid
Corporal Yawman. _—

“One of onr lmdtngerellowcitims.” re-
sumed Monty, “is about to take a wory
important step in I'fe— a step, T may say,
which many others hope to follow as soon
as they get released from their present en-
gagement with Unecle Sam, and make oth-
ers from which Abe Lincoln can't dis-
chr them.”

“Hi-yi-vi,” yelled the boys. “We'rs all
eandidates, as soon as we can find the
girls to give us the nominations.”

“Get down to business, Monty. Get
down to business, Monts. Get down to
business,” urged Yawman. “I'll have to
go and relieve guard pretty scom. Don't
talk jnst to hear yourself.”

“When the Chair wants any advics
from the Sergeant-at-Armas it will request
it.” said Monty severely. “This gentle-
man, whom we all admire, 18 about to be
uniited in matrimony to the young lady for
whom we have the highest esteem™——

“Hold on, there, Monty,” broke in Alf
Russell. “You're cutting into my part.
You know I'm Chairman of the Commit-
tes on Resolutions, and I'm to say™

“The Chair mnst not be interrupted in
stating the object of the meeting,” ruled
Monty.

“But yon musn't go on a!l night, talk-
inz younrself, snd using up all the big
words,” interposed Yawman. “Let the
other Loys have a show.”

“I'd like to know who's doing ss much
g{:m;)”i su: are, J% Yawman,” yelled

ickinsheets. ive your mouth a
leave of absence.” =

Yawman retorted angrily, and the har-
mony of the meeting was broken by a
hented squabble, with Monty pounding on
the barrel with his bayonet. and demand-
ing order. When peace was at last re-
stored, it was found that there was no
time to read Alf Russell’s eulogistic but
entirely too lengthy resolutions on the par-
ties to the marriage, whereat Al wasg
overcast with gloom, for he was as prond
of his literary genius as Monty was of his
elocution. He was consoled, however, by
their being passed unanimously, with a di-
rection that they be presented to the brida
and groom, en in Alf's best hand.

“Now, gentlemen,” annvunced Monty,
“we come to the real business of thas
evening. Resolutions are all very well,
but we want to do something more sub-
stantinl than pass resolutions. We want
to make a present that'll be worthy of us
.g:g"the bride and groom. What shall it

There came a volley of suggestions.
Everyone wanted to give money, but mon-
ey wasg not what they wanted to present.
It was not the right character of a wed-
ding gift. They wanted to buy a house or
furnish it,” or give the bride a silver ser,
or a gold watch. All these wers can-
vassed in Committea of the Whole, and
decided as impracticable under the pres-
ent circumsiances,

A thounght ocourred to Harry Joslyn.

“Say, they'll want a ring to get married
with.” he shonted.

“Yes, yes” they all called expectantly.

Yo all know that big diamond the
Q_nnr-ttrmnster wears. He says it cost
him $5(0. He sat into a streak of bad
Iuek at poker last night, and to-day I
heard him offer to sell it to the Commis-
sary for $150. but the Commissary didu't
want it. Let's buy it for a wedding ring
for them.”

In a conple of minutes the necessary
$150 was in his hands, with injnnctions to
g0 and make the purchase immediately.

“There goes tattoo,” announced Monty.
“Fall in for roll-calll This meeting stands
adjourned without a day.”

(To be continued.)

MASON AND DIXON'S LINE.

Epitor NATIONAL TRIBUNE: What
was the origin of “Mason and Dixon's
Line” and the exact location of same?—F,
H. PuiLrirs, Goffstown, N. H.

Mason and Dixon’s Line has its origin
in a dispute which arose from the over-
lapping grants made to the original pro-
prictors of Pennsylvania and Maryland.
The patent given to Sir George Calvert,
“the Baron of Baltimore,” granted him
land as far north as the 40th parallel of
latitude. This embraced a wide strip of
southern Pennsylvania, including the city
of Philadelphia and the whole of Dela-
ware. William Penn strongly disputed
this, claiming that he wuas entitled to as
far south as the 39th parallel, and that
Dielawware was already settled by the
Swedes. Penn got Charles IL to decide
in his faveor, but the Calvert heirs re-
sisted, and in 1706 Charles Mason and
Jeremiah Dixon, two English surveyors,
were sent to mark off the boundary ac-
cording to the decision in Penn’s favor,
which placed the line at 39° 44”. At the
end of each mile was placed a stone
which bore the letter P and the Penn
arms on the north side, and the letter M
and the Baltimore arms on the south side.
This was always unsatisfactory te the
Maryland people, and there was much
bickering about it, sometimes even threat-
ening war between the two States, but it
was finally accepted and became the
boundary line between freedom and slav-
ery, to which it owes its fame.

For THE first time since the war mot
a single veteran was nominated on the
State ticket of Ohio, though it was pointed

out that such a nomination would be a
decided benefit 8% the coming election.




